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BELGIUM  TAKES  LESS 
U.  S.  TOBACCO 

Belgian  manufacturers  imported  28.0  million  pounds  of  unmanufactured 
tobacco  in  the  first  6  months  of  1958,  compared  with  27.7  million  in  the 
January-June  1957  period.    But  purchases  from  the  United  States  accounted 
for  only  31.1  percent  of  the  January- June  1958  total,  compared  with  3^.6 
percent  in  the  first  6  months  of  1957.    There  has  been  a  steady  trend 
away  from  U.  S.  leaf  for  the  past  8  years. 

Purchases  of  tobacco  from  Greece,  Brazil,  India,  and  the  Federation 
of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  were  up  from  January -June  1957  levels.  Stepped- 
up  imports  of  oriental  leaf  from  Greece  about  offset  a  drop  in  purchases 
from  Turkey. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    Belgium,  imports  by  country  of  origin, 

January -June  1956-58 


Country  of  origin 

:  January -June  : 
:         1956  : 

January -June  : 
1957  : 

January -June 
1958 

1,000  : 
:       pounds  : 

1,000  : 
pounds      .  : 

1,000 
pounds 

10,316  : 

888 
1,228 

98^ 
1,823 
1,638 

7^2 

2/ 

9,587  ! 

:        1,^33  : 
:  /     1,120  : 

:  73^ 
:  2,153 
1,98^ 
:  1,012 
:  826 
:  2,052 
:  6,781 

8,713 
1,832 
7^3 

:  628 
:  2,125 
:  2,127 
:  875 
:  999 
:  2,213 
:  7,783 

• 
« 

. . . :       2k, 6k0 

:  27,682 

\  28,038 

1/  Reexports.    2/  If  any,  included  in  other. 


Source:    National  Statistical  Institute. 


RH0DESIAS -NYASALAND  TRYING 
BURLEY  PRODUCTION 

Recent  auction  sales  of  experimental  crops  of  Burley  tobacco  in  the 
Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  were  satisfactory  to  both  farmers 
and  buyers. 

Trial  plantings  have  been  made  in  many  areas  of  the  Federation. 
Farmers  have  been  cautioned,  however,  to  work  into  production  gradually 
with  trial  plantings  of  3  to  k  acres  before  attempting  full-scale  crops. 
One  of  the  major  problems  in  Burley  production  is  the  large  amount  of  barn 
space  needed  for  air-curing  this  type.  „_____________^ 
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CONSOLIDATION  OF  INDONESIAN 
CIGARETTE  INDUSTRY 

Antara  news  agency  in  Indonesia  reports  that  the  Federation  of  ciga- 
rette Industries  in  that  country  is  attempting  to  consolidate  all  major 
cigarette  manufacturers  into  one  combine,  and  will  seek  government  recogni- 
zation  of  the  organization. 

NEW  ISRAELI  CIGARETTE 
EXCISE  TAXES 

Israeli  excise  tax  rates  on  cigarettes  were  revised  in  August  I958. 
The  new  schedule  reduces  excises  on  lower-priced  oriental  blends,  but 
raises  the  tax  rate  on  higher-priced  oriental  cigarettes  with  filter  tips. 
The  new  schedule  also  widens  the  tax  differential  between  lower-priced 
oriental  cigarettes  and  flue -cured  blends. 

IRELAND  IMPORTS  LESS 
UNMANUFACTURED  TOBACCO 

Ireland's  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  dropped  from  3.k  million 
pounds  in  the  first  half  of  1957  to  2.9  million  pounds  in  the  first  half 
of  1958.    The  United  States  continued  to  be  the  major  supplier,  as  it  has 
been  in  the  past. 

Ireland's  exports  of  cigarettes  in  the  first  6  months  of  I958  totaled 
41^,000  pounds  worth  $520,000. 

CANADA'S  FLAXSEED  SUPPLY 
UP  IN  1958-59 

The  supply  of  Canadian  flaxseed  available  for  crushing  and  export  in 
the  1958-59  marketing  year  (beginning  August  1)  is  estimated  at  29. 0  mil- 
lion bushels,  up  2.2  million  bushels  from  the  previous  year.    This  year's 
crop  of  23 .k  million  bushels--the  third  largest  crop  on  record--was  k.2 
million  bushels  above  1957,  but  beginning  stocks  were  down  some  2.0  million 
bushels . 

Flaxseed  acreage  in  1958  was  down  about  820,000  acres  from  1957, 
mainly  because  of  poor  yields  last  year  (an  average  of  5.5  bushels  per  acre, 
compared  with  8.8  in  I958)  and  relatively  low  prices  farmers  received  for 
the  1957  crop.    This  year's  crop,  however,  brought  farmers  about  $2.70  to 
$2.75,  which  was  20  to  30  cents  more  than  I957  prices.    Thus,  this  year's 
better  yields  and  high  prices  should  encourage  farmers  to  plant  flaxseed 
next  year.    However,  with  short  wheat  crops  in  both  1957  and  I958,  farmers 
will  have  less  unsold  surpluses  of  grain  and  may  revert  to  wheat  growing. 

Canada's  exports  of  flaxseed  during  the  1957-58  marketing  year  were 
about  one -third  below  those  of  1956-57-  The  United  Kingdom  remained  the 
largest  single  market. 
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Exports  of  Canadian  linseed  oil  during  the  1957-58  marketing  year 
totaled  6,599  short  tons,  a  decline  of  about  40  percent  from  the  10,023 
tons  exported  the  previous  year.    Exports  of  linseed  cake  and  meal  in 
1957-58  totaled  21,321  tons,  compared  with  31*625  tons  in  1956-57. 


FLAXSEED:    Canada,  supply  and  distribution, 
marketing  years  (August  1-July  31 )  1954-55  through  1958-59 


lQ5k-55  : 

1955-56  ' 

1956-57  : 

1957-58  ! 

1  1958-59 

Supply: 
Beginning  stocks,  Aug.l; 
Production* .«..««.«.«»«: 

Total* •••••••••••••• 

Distribution: 
Domestic  consumption  Zj\ 
Exports  •••••»....••• 
Ending  stocks,  July  31* 
Total* •••••••••••••• 

Million  : 
bushels  : 

:     3.5  ! 
!  11*2 
;     1/  : 

Million  : 
bushels  ! 

!   2.6  i 

:    19.7  : 
1.0 

:  Million  : 
:  bushels  : 

:  3.0 

:  34.5 

:     1/  - 

:  Million  : 
'  bushels  : 

\     7.6  i 
:  19*2 

:     y  , 

:  Million 
bushels 

i  5.6 
23.4 

:  14.7 

:  23.3 

:  37.5 

!    26.8  : 

29.0 

!   5.8  , 

:  6.3  : 
:  2.6 

8.8 
:  11.5 

I  3.0 

1  7.3 
:  22.6 
:  7.6 

i     6.7  : 
:  14.5 
:  5.6 

:  14.7 

:  23.3 

:  37.5 

:  25.8 

1/  Less  than  500,000  bushels.    2/  Includes  seed  and  waste,  excludes  the 
flaxseed  equivalent  of  exported  oil.         Includes  the  flaxseed  equivalent  of 
exported  oil. 


Source:    Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 


FLAXSEED:    Canada,  exports  to  principal  destinations, 
marketing  years  (August  1-July  31)  1955-56  through  1957-58 


Destination          \  1955-56 

• 

1956-57  ; 

1957-58  1/ 

•  * 

•  « 

:  Bushels 

•  « 

:       Bushels  i 

!  1,683,404 
:  2,382,841 
t  1,424,939 
:     3,929,911  1 
1  585,081 

!  7,205,606 
I  2,624,943 

Bushels 

;              863, ^ 
1  1,855,538 
t.  648,999 

!  2,658,319 
408,600 

I  4,581,631 
I  2,737,594 

i  278,667 

:  21,526,299 

14,032,757 

1/  Preliminary. 


Source:    Foreign  Trade  of  Canada. 
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ITALY  INCREASES  BUTTER 
IMPORT  QUOTA 

The  Italian  Government  recently  announced  an  11 -million -pound 
increase  in  the  butter  import  quota  for  the  last  quarter  of  1958. 

When  the  government  lifted  the  butter  import  ban  ( see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  October  20),  a  quota  of  5.3  million  pounds  was  established. 
Italian  trade  organizations  and  the  press  immediately  protested  that  the 
quota  was  too  small  to  bring  about  the  desired  reduction  in  domestic 
butter  prices.    In  the  face  of  such  criticism,  the  government  increased 
the  quota,  which  now  stands  at  16.3  million  pounds  for  the  October- 
December  period. 

THAI  IMPORTS  OF  U.  S.  SEED 
LARGER  LAST  YEAR 


The  United  States  was  the  second  ranking  supplier  of  seed  to  Thailand 
in  1957,  although  far  behind  traditionally  top-ranking  Hong  Kong. 

Custom  statistics  are  not  broken  down  by  types,  but  most  of  the  seeds 
imported  from  the  United  States  are  flower  seeds.    Those  from  Hong  Kong 
are  chiefly  vegetable  seeds.    Only  small  quantities  of  U.  S.  vegetable 
seeds  are  imported;  they  are  considered  superior  in  quality  to  the  seeds 
from  Hong  Kong  but  are  higher  priced. 

Thai  seed  dealers  report  special  interest  in  mustard,  cabbage, 
lettuce,  carrot,  beet,  tomato,  green  pepper,  and  watermelon  seeds  from 
the  United  States.    There  is  little  use  of  forage  crop  seeds  except  for 
experimental  purposes.    If  present  plans  to  expand  and  improve  the  live- 
stock industry  materialize,  a  market  for  such  seeds  might  develop. 


SEEDS:    Thailand,  imports  for  planting,  by  source,  I955-I957 


Source  1955 

• 

:  1956 

!  1957 

• 
• 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

• 
• 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

228 

9  : 
59  : 
18  : 

6  : 
29  : 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

255 
:  12 
10 
k 
3 
3 

3^9  : 

287 

Source:     Department  of  Customs. 
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U.  K.  BEEF  PRICES  HIGH 

U.  K.  "beef  prices  are  unusually  high  for  this  time  of  year.  Reduced 
imports  and  light  domestic  production  have  combined  to  keep  prices  of  beef, 
which  usually  drop  in  October,  level.    Trade  spokesmen  warn  that  unless 
the  supply  situation  improves,  prices  will  rise  further. 

CUBA  MAY  EXPORT  BEEF 

The  Cuban  Government  recently  authorized  the  export  of  ^,800  carcasses 
of  beef  yearly.    Several  trial  shipments  to  the  United  States  had  been  made 
prior  to  this  action.    The  last  such  shipment,  on  March  7,  1958,  was  the 
first  to  net  a  profit.    Production  of  "high  quality"  beef  in  Cuba  is  now 
considered  to  exceed  domestic  needs  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  June  23, 

1958) . 

WEST  GERMAN  LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER 
CONTINUES  TO  RISE 

West  German  slaughter  of  all  major  livestock  species  continued  to  rise 
during  the  year  ended  July  1958.    Only  goat  and  horse  slaughter  declined. 

Cattle  and  calf  slaughter,  at  5,5^,000  head,  was  k  percent  above  the 
previous  12  months,  but  calf  slaughter,  at  2,^92,000  head,  was  6  percent 
less.    This  indicates  that  cattle  numbers,  which  have  increased  steadily 
since  their  slump  in  1951!-,  will  continue  to  increase  in  the  immediate 
future.    Slaughter  of  cattle  and  calves  in  1958-59  is  expected  to  remain 
substantially  at  1957-58  levels. 

Hog  slaughter  continued  to  rise  sharply  in  1957-58;  it  was  8  percent 
above  a  year  earlier.    However,  due  to  a  decline  in  hog  breeding  since  the 
end  of  1957,  slaughter  is  expected  to  decline  slightly  during  1958-59- 

Sheep  slaughter  increased  for  the  first  time  in  several  years.  The 
decline  in  goat  and  horse  slaughter  is  expected  to  continue    ( see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  April  28,  1958) . 


LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER:     West  Germany,  1953-57, 
year  beginning  July  1 


Year  beginning  : 
July  1  : 

Cattle  and: 
calves  : 

Hogs 

Sheep 

Goats 

Horses 

1,000  : 
head  : 

1,000  : 
head 

1,000 
head 

;      1,000  * 
head 

1,000 
;  head 

1953  

195^  

1955  

1956  

1957  • 

:  5,^27 
:  5,^96 
:  5,138 
:  5,325 
:  5,56^ 

:  15,953 
:  17,77^ 
:  18,055 
:  19,50^ 

:        805  • 
:  692 
:  587 
:  5to 
:  60^- 

:  90 
90 

:  86 
:  80 
:  71 

'  129 
:  110 
:  90 
:  85 
:  68 
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OCTOBER  MEAT  SHIPMENTS 
FROM  AUSTRALIA  TO  U.  S. 
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The  following  sailings  and  meat  cargos  to  U.  S.  destinations  are  reported 
from  Australia. 


Ship 

'  Departure 

'    U.S.  port 

:  Quantity  1/ 
:  (long  tons) 

•  Type 

Oct.  3 

:San  Francisco 

:  37 

:  Frozen  beef 

Oct.  3 

San  Francisco 
Los  Angeles 

10 

55 

,      ti  it 

"  11 

Oct.  7  : 
Oct.  10  : 

San  Francisco: 
New  York  j 

10.3  : 
219.3  : 

11         11  jj 

n  11 

NEW  PLANT  SHIPS 
MEXICAN  BEEF  TO  U.S. 

A  new  Mexican  packing  plant  which  opened  in  Piedras  Negras,  Coahuila, 
in  early  October  will  export  beef  to  the  United  States.  Shipments  to  date 
have  been  chilled  carcass  beef. 

The  new  plant  will  employ  about  80  men.    It  plans  to  slaughter  150  head 
of  cattle  per  day  during  a  6-day  week.    The  old  plant  in  Piedras  Negras, 
"Empacadora  y  Refrigerador  de  Coahuila,"  is  working  2  or  3  days  per  week  and 
processing  300  to  350  head  of  cattle  per  working  day.    It  has  been  sending 
around  50,000  pounds  of  chilled  boneless  beef  to  San  Antonio  each  week. 

RUSSIANS  BUY  SHEEP  AND 
CATTLE  IN  U.  K. 

A  Russian  delegation  has  been  in  the  United  Kingdom  selecting  100  rams 
and  20  beef  bulls  for  export  to  the  U.S.S.R.    Most  of  the  bulls  will  be 
Herefords,  and  the  rest  Aberdeen -Angus .    The  rams  will  include  Suffolk, 
Romney  Marsh,  Shropshire,  and  Cheviot. 

In  line  with  the  Soviet  livestock  improvement  program,  rams  of  meat- 
producing  ability  are  being  selected  to  cross  with  native  herds.  Artificial 
insemination  of  sheep  is  used  on  all  state  and  collective  farms,  according 
tc  the  purchase  delegation.    Frozen  semen  is  being  flown  from  breeding  centers 
uo  xne  xarms. 


_ The  Suffolk  rams  are  to  be  used  in  the  Central  and  Southern  Districts 
and  m  the  Baltic  Republics.    Romney  Marsh  rams  will  be  used  chiefly  for 

tCn7^?  Tg8i  bf  ^    By  Cr°SSing  the  ROTmey  Marsh  and  l°cal  breeds, 

the  Russians  have  already  developed  a  new  sheep  breed  named  Kujbyshev. 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  PRICES 
IMPROVE  SLIGHTLY 

Australian  wool  prices  were  steady  to  slightly  higher  during  the 
week  ending  October  17.    The  rise  was  less  than  the  decline  of  the 
previous  week  hut  it  marked  the  first  improvement  in  the  wool  market 
for  several  weeks.    Principal  buyers  were  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
Continent,  and  Japan. 

The  average  price  of  Australian  wool  during  the  first  3  months 
(July -September)  of  the  1958-59  season  was  ^3  cents  per  pound,  grease 
basis,  compared  with  63  cents  a  year  earlier.    Wool  growing  is  still 
relatively  profitable  compared  with  other  agricultural  enterprises  in 
Australia,  but  many  marginal  producers  are  now  faced  with  market  prices 
that  are  below  production  costs. 


MEXICO  INCREASES  BEEF 
SALES  TO  U.  S. 

U.  S.  imports  of  beef  from  Mexico  totaled  hi  million  pounds 
during' the  first  9  months  of  1958,  compared  with  7  million  pounds  a 
year  earlier.    All  shipments  during  this  period  were  fresh  and  frozen. 

During  1951  and  1952,  imports  from  Mexico  reached  51  million  and 
72  million  pounds  respectively.    They  consisted  of  large  quantities  of 
lightly  salted  beef  and  small  amounts  of  canned  beef.    Shipments  of 
frozen  and  chilled  beef,  mostly  boneless,  began  in  195k. 

U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce  statistics  for  U.  S.  imports  of 
Mexican  meat,  1951-57,  and  Department  of  Agriculture  inspections  for 
import  during  January-September  1957  and  1953  are  as  follows: 


Year 


Million 
pounds 


1951  :  51.^ 

1952  :  72  .k 

1953  :  25.0 

195^  :  18  -1 


1955. 


10.ii- 


1956  :  6.5 

1957  =  12-9 

January-September  : 

1957  =  7.3 

1958.  :  ko. 8 
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DECLINE  OF  U.  S.  LAKD  EXPORTS 
TO  U.  K.  CONTINUES 

The  United  Kingdom's  imports  of  lard  during  January -August  1958  declined 
3  percent  from  the  level  of  the  corresponding  period  of  1957 .  Imports  during 
August,  however,  increased  slightly  over  August  1957 . 

The  U.  S.  share  of  this  important  lard  market  declined  from  66  percent 
during  January -August  I957  to  3k  percent  during  the  comparable  period  of 
1958.    France,  the  Netherlands,  and  Denmark  showed  proportional  increases 
in  their  share  of  U.  K.  lard  imports. 

LAOS  DEVALUATES  CURRENCY 

A  presidential  decree  effective  October  10,  1958,  initiated  a  number 
of  monetary  reforms  in  the  exchange  system  of  Laos. 

The  Laos  National  Bank  is  authorized  to  buy  and  sell  U.  S.  dollars  at 
a  stabilization  rate  of  80  kip  per  dollar,  compared  with  the  previous  offi- 
cial exchange  rate  of  35  kip  per  dollar.    Commercial  banks  may  likewise  buy 
and  sell  dollars  freely  at  the  new  rate.    (Bank  charges  will  result  in  small 
variations  in  actual  transactions.)    Other  currencies  may  be  freely  traded 
at  comparable  rates.    The  new  system  also  eliminates  all  formalities  previ- 
ously required  for  financial  transfers  and  frees  most  merchandise  imports 
and  exports. 

MEXICO'S  COFFEE  HARVEST  LATE 

Mexico's  coffee  harvest  will  be  somewhat  later  than  usual  this  season, 
and  exports  from  the  1958-59  crop  are  not  expected  to  move  in  volume  before 
the  end  of  November.  Production  in  Chiapas  is  said  to  be  smaller  this  year 
as  a  result  of  storm  damage  in  June.  This  decline,  however,  is  expected  to 
be  more  than  offset  by  an  increase  in  Veracruz,  where  weather  has  been 
particularly  favorable. 

SUMMER  COFFEE  AND  CACAO  CROPS 
REDUCED  IN  ECUADOR 

Summer  coffee  and  cacao  harvests  in  Ecuador  are  reported  to  have  been 
considerably  reduced  by  unfavorable  weather.    As  a  result,  1958  coffee 
production  is  expected  to  be  down  16  percent  from  1957,  and  cacao  down  17 
percent. 

Production  of  washed  coffee  during  the  summer  harvest  declined  because 
of  the  narrowing  margin  between  international  market  prices  for  washed  and 
unwashed  varieties.    Producers  reportedly  have  had  little  trouble  in  moving 
their  coffee. 
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COLOMBIA'S  1957-58  COFFEE  EXPORTS 
HIGHER  THAN  PREVIOUS  YEAR 

Registered  coffee  exports  from  Colombia  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1953,  totaled  5,298,000  bags  (132  pounds  each).    This  was 
a  sizable  increase  over  1956-57  exports  of  ^92,^2  bags.    As  in  former 
years,  the  United  States  took  over  80  percent  of  the  1957-58  exports. 

CANADA  AUTHORIZES  LIMITED  IMPORTS 
OF  LIGHTWEIGHT  TURKEYS 

The  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture  has  announced  an  import 
quota  for  lightweight  turkeys. 

Import  permits  will  be  limited  to  a  total  of  300,000  pounds  for  the 
balance  of  1958.    In  announcing  the  quota,  it  was  stated  that  the  im- 
portation of  "light  weight  or  broiler  turkeys  should  not  adversely  affect 
the  marketing  of  Canadian  stocks  at  this  season  as  they  are  mostly  of 
medium  and  heavy  weights." 

Turkey  imports  into  Canada  have  been  banned  since  July  1957*  The 
recent  quota  authorization  represents  only  a  fraction  of  Canada's  year- 
end  potential  import  demand  for  turkeys.    In  1955  and  1956,  for  example, 
Canada  imported  12  and  13  million  pounds,  respectively,  of  fresh  or 
frozen  poultry  and  game,  of  which  about  11  and  12  million  pounds  were 
turkeys . 

WHOLE  FLUID  MILK  SALES 
UNSUCCESSFUL  IN  NETHERLANDS 

Sales  of  whole  fluid  milk  (3,7-percent  butterfat  content)  have  not 
been  successful  in  the  Netherlands. 

Dutch  consumers  were  offered  this  milk  in  addition  to  the  standardized 
product  (2.5-percent  butterfat  content)  early  this  year  (see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  March  31) .    Original  marketing  forecasts  indicated  that  the 
whole  milk  would  make  up  about  10  percent  of  all  fluid  milk  sales,  but  it 
has  accounted  for  only  0.5  percent  of  total  marketings. 

The  sale  of  whole  fluid  milk  was  one  of  several  measures  adopted 
by  the  Dutch  to  relieve  troublesome  surpluses  of  milk  and  dairy  products. 
Actually,  the  most  successful  measure  has  been  the  butter  and  cheese 
price  reductions  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  June  30,  1958).  Soon 
after  prices  were  reduced,  domestic  consumption  of  these  products  rose 
sharply.    The  Dutch  forecast  for  1958  butter  consumption  is  137.6  million 
pounds,  lj-9  percent  over  last  year.    Cheese  consumption  this  year  .is 
forecast  at  I76.O  million  pounds,  11  percent  over  1957* 
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ITALY'S  WHEAT  ESTIMATE  RAISED 


Revised  official  estimates  now  place  Italy's  1958  wheat  crop  at  360 
million  "bushels,  an  alltime  record.    This  is  an  increase  over  earlier 
official  forecasts.    Acreage  is  slightly  less  than  in  1957  but  yields  are 
at  a  new  high. 

The  current  estimate  is  about  30  million  bushels  above  the  previous 
record  in  1955  and  is  25  percent  ahove  the  1950-5^  average.  It  is  some  50 
million  bushels  above  normal  domestic  requirements.  Carryover  stocks  of 
wheat  at  the  beginning  of  this  season  were  estimated  at  about  55  million 
bushels,  of  which  about  a  quarter  was  durum,  and  three -quarters  was  soft 
wheat . 

The  current  harvest  of  durum  will  cover  the  country's  requirements 
for  this  type  of  wheat.    Disposal  of  a  sizable  quantity  of  surplus  soft 
wheat  is  a  problem  facing  the  government.    Poor  quality  or  deteriorated 
soft  wheat  will  probably  be  used  for  feed.    The  1958  wheat  crop  is  reported 
to  be  of  generally  good  quality. 

CANADIAN  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR  EXPORTS 
UP  IN  JULY  -AUGUST  I958 

Canadian  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  July-August  I958  totaled  53 
million  bushels,  against  52  million  in  the  same  months  of  1957.  Wheat 
exports  increased  by  300,000  bushels,  and  flour  (grain  equivalent)  by 
700,000  bushels.    Total  exports  to  Western  Europe  were  down  about  11  per- 
cent, while  shipments  to  Asia  increased  about  the  same  degree. 

Increased  exports  of  wheat  to  the  Netherlands  and  Switzerland  in  the 
first  2  months  of  the  1958-59  marketing  year  were  more  than  offset  by 
substantial  reductions  to  West  Germany,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Belgium- 
Luxembourg.    The  overall  increase  in  exports  to  Asia  was  largely  due  to 
increased  exports  to  Japan  and  shipments  to  China,  India,  and  Israel. 
Although  the  latter  3  countries  took  some  Canadian  wheat  in  the  1957-58 
marketing  year,  there  were  no  shipments  in  the  first  2  months  of  the  season. 

_        The  United  Kingdom-the  largest  buyer  of  Canadian  flour-increased  its 
imports  in  July-August  of  1953  over  the  same  period  in  1957.     In  each  period, 
the  United  Kingdom  took  35  percent  of  Canada's  flour  exports.    More  flour 
also  went  to  The  West  Indies,  Central  America,  and  Africa  during  July-August 
1958.    On  the  other  hand,  the  Philippines  took  substantially  less. 

no  «  E>?°rts  dui?n?  July-SePtember  are  preliminarily  estimated  at  about 
lo£  ^^V^f    '  comPared  78.5  million  during  the  same  period  of 

1957.    August -September  exports,  however,  may  be  slightly  over  the  kg 
million  bushels  shipped  during  August -September  I957. 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    Canadian  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-August  1957  and  July-August  1958 


Destination 


1.000  bushels r  grain  equivalent   


3 


Western  Hemisphere:  : 

United  States   :  1,262 

British  West  Indies  . . . . :  2 

Central  America  :  53 

Cuba  -  — 

Ecuador  •••••••  ••••:  15° 

Peru  . .   

Venezuela   

Others    . 

Total   «  1**83 

Europe:  • 

Belgium-Luxembourg  :  4,466 

France  s  1*325 

Germany,  West  :  5,637 

Italy  *  69 

Netherlands  :  3,334 

Poland  *•  2»163 

Switzerland  :  904 

United  Kingdom   :  16,653 

Others  :  1>171 


Total  :  35,722 


Asia: 

China   

India   

I srael  •••••••••• 

Japan   

Philippines   

Others   


247 
682 
216 
17 

1 

404 
189 


59 


1/ 

1,881 
27 


1,967 


9,142 
56: 


16A 

880 
23.1 


Total  :    9,198:  1,255 

Africa  *       188:  165 

Oceania  :     ZZ    :  ' 


World  total  :  46,591:  5,150 


1,509 
684 
269 
17 
158 
1 

412 
189 


4,525 
1,325 
5,637 
69 
3,334 
2,163 
904 
18,534 
1,198 


37,689 


9,306 
880 
267 


10,453 


353 


51,741 


786: 
2: 
56: 

• 

535: 
597: 
382: 


236 
804 
303 
73 

8 

326 
390 


2,635:  116 

 • 

2,498:  — 

784:  1 
5,332:  3 


2,359: 
13,976: 
1,141: 


2,141 
21 


28,725: 


2,282 


1,658: 

2,706: 

1,112: 

10,175: 

1/  : 
76: 


23 
278 
706 


15,727:  1,007 


112: 


381 


46,922:  5,812 


1,022 
806 
359 
73 
535 

605 
708 

390 

Hi 


2,751 

2,498 
785 
5,335 

2,359 
16,117 
1,162 


31,007 


1,658 
2,706 
1,112 
10,198 
278 
782 


16,734 


493 
2 


52,734 


1/  Less  than  500  bushels. 

Compiled  from  Trade  of  Canada,  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Department 
of  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Canada. 
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MEXICO  HARVESTING 
RECORD  CORN  CROP 

Mexico's  I958  corn  crop  is  expected  to  set  an  alltime  record  of  about 
195  million  bushels,  which  would  exceed  the  1957  crop  by  20  percent  and 
the  1950-5^  average  by  38  percent.    Acreage  was  at  the  high  level  of  the 
past  2  years ,  and  yields  at  a  new  record. 

Above-normal  rainfall  since  the  beginning  of  May  in  most  districts 
has  contributed  to  the  high  yields.    However,  storms  and  floods  during 
late  September  and  early  October  caused  some  losses.    According  to  recent 
reports,  about  250,000  acres  of  corn  have  been  damaged  by  floods,  largely 
in  Guanajuato,  Michoacan,  and  Jalisco. 


NEW  ZEALAND  ADOPTS  IMPORT  QUOTAS 
FOR  AGRICULTURAL  ITEMS 

Considerable  relaxation  toward  dollar  imports  is  evidenced  in  New 
Zealand's  import  licensing  for  1959  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
November  3,  1958).    Individual  commodity  quotas  have  been  set  for  agrL 
cultural  commodities  of  interest  to  U.  S.  trade  as  follows: 

Soybeans 

Fruit  juices  unsweetened  in 
bulk  (other  than  tomato, 
lemon,  and  grapefruit) 

Fruit  juices  n.e.s.  (other 
than  tomato,  lemon,  and 
grapefruit) 

Fruits,  dried: 
Currants 
Dates 
Figs 
Prunes 
Raisins 
Apricots 
Peaches 

N.e.s.  (excluding  peaches) 

Fruits,  fresh: 
Oranges 

Fruits,  canned: 
Pineapples 

Glucose  and  grape  sugar 


100  percent  of  1957  imports 


100       »       "    1958  licenses 


50       "       "  1958 


75  "  "  1957  imports 

75  "  "  1957 

75  "  "  1957 

75  "  "  1957 

75  "  "  1957 

100  •»  »  1958  licenses 

100  "  »  1958  " 

100  "  "  1958  " 


100       "        "  1958 

50  "  "  1958 
75      "       "  1958 


1 1 
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Peanuts ,  other  than  retail 
packages 

Almonds  and  nuts  n.e.s. 
(other  than  peanuts  and 
other  than  retail  packages  ) 

Walnuts ,  shelled  or  unshelled 

Rice,  dressed  or  undressed 
other  than  retail  packages 

Molasses 

Treacle  or  molasses, 

mixed  with  hone-black 
in  proportions,  etc. 

Vegetable  oils,  n.e.s.  -  viz: 
Sunflower  seed  oil;  Peanut 
oil;  other  kinds  (excluding 
coconut  oil,  soybean  oil, 
wood  oil,  tung  oil,  castor  oil) 

Sausage  skins  and  casings  of         100  "    1958  licenses 

animal  origin,  etc.  * 

Turpentine;  turpentine  substi-      100        "        "    1957  imports 
tutes,  etc. 

SPAIN  HAS  LARGER  DRIED 
FRUIT  PACKS 

The  1958  Spanish  raisin,  dried  apricot,  and  dried  fig  packs  were  all 
larger  than  those  of  1957 • 

The  1958  raisin  pack  is  estimated  at  l6,500  short  tons,  compared  with 
li+,500  tons  in  1957-    About  90  percent  of  the  crop  is  produced  in  the  Prov- 
inces of  Malaga  and  Valencia.    Exports  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1958, 
totaled  6,421  short  tons,  going  mainly  to  Finland,  the  United  Kingdom,  Italy, 
and  France.    Export  licenses  issued  thus  far  for  the  1958-59  season  show 
Chile  as  by  far  the  largest  outlet.    Exports  in  1958-59  are  expected  to  be 
about  2,000  tons  larger  than  in  1957-58. 

The  1958  dried  apricot  pack  is  estimated  at  k,k00  short  tons  in  compari- 
son with  3,300  tons  for  1957-    A  larger  crop  of  fresh  apricots  is  the  main 
reason  for  the  increase.    The  1958-59  minimum  export  price  for  "Selecta"  type 
is  21+.6  U.  S.  cents  per  pound,  and  for  "Extra  selecta",  27.9  cents.    This  is 
about  25  percent  higher  than  1957-58  prices  of  19-7  cents  and  23. 0  cents, 
respectively.     (Continued  on  following  page) 


100  percent  of  1958  licenses 

75  "  "  1958 

75  "  "  1958 

100  "  "  1958 

100  "  "  1958 

100  "  "  1958 

100  "  "  1956  imports 
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Spain  exported  2,712  short  tons  of  dried  apricots  in  1957-58.  The 
Scandinavian  countries  alone  took  nearly  three -fourths  of  the  total. 
Spanish  exports  in  1958-59  may  approximate  3,500  tons. 

The  1958  dried  fig  crop  is  estimated  at  28,000  short  tons,  a  h, 000- 
ton  increase  over  1957-    Most  of  the  Spanish  dried  fig  crop  is  used 
domestically,  substantial  quantities  as  livestock  feed.    Exports,  however, 
have  been  increasing.    In  1957-58,1,657  short  tons  of  edible  dried  figs 
were  exported,  compared  with  an  average  of  386  tons.    Exports  are  expected 
to  increase  still  further  in  1958-59-    France,  Brazil,  Norway,  and  Denmark 
took  nearly  all  of  Spain's  dried  fig  exports  in  1957-58. 

FRUIT,  DRIED:    Spain  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
year  beginning  July  1,  1957 


Country  of  destination 


Year  beginning  July  1,  1957 


Raisins 


Figs 


Apricots 


:  Short 

:  tons 

United  States  ,  ; 

Europe  : 

Denmark  ;  9 

Finland  :  1 

France  :  705 

Germany  l/  :  26 

Iceland  :  38 

Italy  ;  803 

Norway  :  ^35 

Sweden  :  35^ 

Switzerland  :  1^.53 

United  Kingdom  :  ]_-  279 

Other  Europe  :  55 

Total  Europe  :  5  3^5 

♦ 

Algeria  :  352 

Brazil   l+Q 

Canada   15 

Egypt   37I4- 

New  Zealand    

Other   298 

Grand  total  ;  6,^21 

1/  Spanish  export  statistics  do  not  show  East 


Short 
tons 


119 

20 
658 
h9 
61 

207 
3 


3^ 
2L 


Short 
tons 


875 
321 
20 
30 

8 

692 
98 
36 

282 
80 


1,178 


373 


2,kk2 


22 
78 


15 
109 

77 

69 


1,657 


2,712 


and  West  Germany  separately. 
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SUEZ  CANAL  NORTHBOUND  OILSEED 
MOVEMENT  HEAVIER  IN  AUGUST 

Northbound  movement  of  oilseeds  through  the  Suez  Canal  in  August  was  almost 
double  that  of  July,  but  slightly  below  that  of  August  1957.    August  1958  soybean 
shipments  northward  through  the  Canal  were  the  largest  of  any  month  in  recent 
years.    This  accounts  for  the  sharp  rise  from  July.    The  slight  decline  in  total 
oilseed  movement  from  August  1957  resulted  from  much  smaller  shipments  of  copra 
and  cottonseed. 

October -August  1957-58  shipments  of  oilseeds  northward  through  the  Suez 
Canal  totaled  1.66  million  short  tons,  down  about  15  percent  from  the  same  period 
of  1955-56  (excluding  July  1956,  for  which  figures  are  not  available).  Smaller 
shipments  of  peanuts  were  the  main  reason  for  the  drop. 

Only  small  quantities  of  peanuts  have  been  going  through  the  Suez  Canal  in 
recent  months.    Although  India  has  released  some  22,000  tons  for  export,  high 
domestic  prices  have  tended  to  prevent  sales  in  Europe.    Communist  China's  exports 
of  peanuts  also  are  believed  to  have  been  relatively  small  this  year. 

Cottonseed  shipments  in  August  were  only  about  one -half  those  of  July  and 
were  less  than  10  percent  those  of  August  195T- 

OILSEEDS:    Suez  Canal,  northbound  shipments  July  and  August  1956-58, 
October -August  1955-56  and  195T-58  1/ 


Commodity 

:         July  : 

August  \ 

October-August 

;  19 5T  ; 

1958  ; 

1956  ; 

1957  ; 

1958  ; 

1955-56  : 
2/  : 

1957-58 

:  1,000  : 
:  short  : 
:  tons  : 

1,000  : 
short  : 
tons 

1,000  : 
:  short  : 
•  tons  ; 

1,000  ! 
short  : 
tons 

1,000  : 
short  : 
;  tons 

1,000  : 
short  : 
tons  : 

1,000 
short 
tons 

• 

«  * 

36.^ 
63.9 
7.7 
28.7 
,  1.1 
15A 

52.9 
:  35.3 
:  5.5 
:  7.7 
:  3.3 
:  1^.3 

:    12.1  : 
:  ^5.2 
:  7-7 
:  16.5 
:  1.1 
:  25.^ 

k$.2 
87.I 
8.8 

:  U8.5 
:  13.2 

:  11^.6 
:  51.8 
:  6.6 
:  k.k 
:  1.1 
:  18.7 

500.  k 
.    690 . 0 
:  363.8 
:  120.2 
:  ko.Q 
:  238.I 

14-68.5 
:  72U.2 

:    133.  ^ 
:  111.3 
:  36.^ 
:  187.^ 

:  119.0 

:  108.0 

:  202.8 

:  197.2 

•1,953.3 

:l,66l.2 

1/  Marketing  year  1955-56,  rather  than  1956-57,  is  given  for  use  in  comparisons 
since  the  Suez  Canal  was  closed  November  1956  through  March  1957.    2/  Exclude 
July  1956,  for  which  no  figures  are  available.    3/  To  convert  to  bushels  use  33-3 
bushels  per  ton.    k/  To  convert  to  bushels  use  35.7  per  ton. 


Source:    Monthly  Bulletin,  Suez  Canal  Authority. 
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BRAZIL'S  1958  CASTOR  BEAN  CROP  DOWN 
SHARPLY,  BUT  1959  PROSPECTS  GOOD 

Brazil's  1958  castor  bean  production  is  estimated  unofficially 
at  193,000  short  tons,  almost  10  percent  less  than  the  I957  crop 
estimated  officially  at  213,000  tons.    The  decline  followed  drought 
in  the  Northeastern  States. 

Present  indications  are  that  production  in  I959  will  increase 
significantly.    Unofficially,  the  crop  is  forecast  at  around 
250,000  tons. 

Exports  of  castor  beans  during  January-June  I958  totaled 
14,915  tons,  double  the  7,456  tons  exported  in  the  comparable 
period  of  1957.    castor  oil  exports  at  31,833  tons  were  50  per- 
cent larger  than  the  20,96l  tons  shipped  during  the  first  6  months 
of  last  year.    Exports  during  the  entire  year  1957  totaled  35  032 
tons  of  beans  and  53,036  tons  of  oil. 

For  export  purposes,  castor  beans  and  castor  oil  remain  in 
export  categories  III  and  IV,  respectively.    However,  on  June  10, 
1950,  all  vegetable  oils  ( including  castor  oil)  were  placed  in 
category  IV,  with  an  effective  exchange  rate  of  Cr$  92  per  U  S 
dollar     The  previous  exchange  rate  for  category  IV  had  been*Cr$  90. 
Castor  beans  were  retained  in  category  III  at  Cr&  70  per  dollar 
exchange  rate. 

As  of  October  k,  I958,  category  IV  exports,  with  certain 
exceptions,  were  authorized  at  the  free  market  rate,  which  cur- 
rently is  about  Cr$  140  per  dollar.    While  many  vegetable  oils 
were  included  in  this  authorization,  castor  oil  was  one  of  the 
exceptions . 


WEST  GERMANY  IMPORTED  LESS  WHEAT,  EXPORTED 
MORE  FLOUR  IN  1957»58  (CORRECTION) 

The  first  paragraph  of  the  item  on  page  11,  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  November  10,  1958,  should  read  as  foiled!?  ~ 

r  1     ''WeSt^maoy  imP°rted  2,617,000  metric  tons  of  wheat  during 
July-June  1957-58,  against  3,211,000  tons  in  l956-57.    The  decline 
of  about  19  percent  was  due  to  a  smaller  import  requirement  because 
of  the  bumper  crop  in  I957." 

-       **th*  t^1;  acc01^anying  the  item,  the  wheat  import  figure 
for  1957  should  be  changed  accordingly. 


November  10,  1958 
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BURMA'S  COTTON  PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES  DOWNTREND 

Burma's  1957-58  cotton  crop  of  55,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  was  27 
percent  below  the  75,000  bales  produced  in  1956-57-    Production  has  declined 
steadily  since  195^-55  when  the  crop  reached  a  postwar  high  of  117,000  hales. 

The  downtrend  in  recent  years  is  attributed  to  an  acreage  decline 
from  5^0,000  in  195^-55  to  297,000  in  1957-58--and  to  drought,  especially 
at  planting  time.    None  of  Burma's  cotton  is  irrigated.    The  1958-59  crop, 
most  of  which  was  planted  by  the  end  of  July,  suffered  from  lack  of  rain 
early  in  the  season,  but  as  plantings  were  increased  to  335,000  acres, 
production  may  be  somewhat  above  1957-58. 

Burma's  cotton  exports  in  1957-58  dropped  to  an  estimated  35,000 
bales,  or  kk  percent  below  the  62,000  bales  exported  in  the  previous 
season.    Statistics  for  11  months  (August-June)  of  1957-58  show  exports 
of  33,000  bales,  against  60,000  bales  in  the  same  months  of  1956-57. 
Communist  China  was  the  largest  buyer,  taking  over  k$  percent  of  the 
August-June  exports. 

Exports  to  principal  destinations  during  August-June  1957-58,  with 
comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Communist  China  15,000 
bales  (3,000);  Japan  10,000  (37,000);  Yugoslavia  6,000  (5,000);  and  the 
United  Kingdom  1,000  (3,000). 

The  annual  rate  of  cotton  consumption  in  Burma  has  been  about  21,000 
bales  in  recent  years.    The  only  textile  mill,  at  Thamaing,  has  used  about 
10,000  bales  annually,  while  11,000  bales  are  used  each  year  for  padding 
of  clothing  and  mattresses,  hand-drawn  yarns,  and  other  non-mill  purposes. 
Consumption  is  expected  to  reach  about  30,000  bales  in  1958-59,  as  the 
Thamaing  mill  has  recently  doubled  its  facilities  by  adding  20,000  spindles 
and  200  looms,  installed  by  the  Chinese  Communists. 

About  8,000  bales  of  U.  S.  cotton  will  be  imported  in  1958-59  under 
a  Public  Law  hQO  agreement  signed  in  May  1958.    This  will  be  the  first 
significant  imports  of  cotton  into  Burma  in  several  years. 

Cotton  stocks  on  July  31,  1958,  were  estimated  at  11,000  bales,  down 
slightly  from  12,000  a  year  earlier. 

Burma's  cotton  textile  imports  increased  considerably  in  calendar 
year  1957  because  of  a  Public  Law  ^-30  agreement  under  which  $17-5  million 
worth  of  U.  S.  cotton  was  shipped  to  Japan,  India,  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  West  Germany.    These  countries  then  supplied  Burma  with  textiles  of 
equivalent  value.    Sizable  quantities  of  cotton  yarn  and  fabrics  were  also 
imported  from  Communist  China. 
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CUBA'S  COTTOR  IMPORTS  AND 
CONSUMPTION  AT  RECORD  HIGH 


^ban  cotton  ^ortf  °*  ^5,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross)  during 
the  1957-56  season  were  k-5  percent  above  1956-57  imports  of  31  000 
bales,  and  the  highest  on  record.    All  imports  were  from  the  United 

in^o^Sf?  500  balSS  fr°m  MeXiC0-    Sorae  decline  is  expected 

1957  58       Xmp0TtS  as  a  result  of  a  higher  carryover  at  the  end  of 


to  ^Cnm°£  1COnsucSjion  also  set  a  ^cord  during  1957-53,  amounting 
to  38,000  bales.    This  exceeded  1956-57  consumption  of  33,000  bales 

ll  lQSSe?Qen%iA  +fUrth!;  increase>  to  ahout  to,000  bales    is  expected 

J958-59,  reflecting  the  rising  demand  for  locally  made  cotton 
goods,    ihe  2  large  mills  in  Cuba  accounted  for  96  percent  of  the 
cotton  used  in  1957-58.    The  remaining  k  percent  was  used  by  a  small 
mill  that  operated  only  part  of  the  season. 

Cotton  production  in  Cuba  is  on  an  experimental  basis  only. 
In  1957-58,  lj-50  bales  were  produced  from  about  600  acres,  compared 
with  700  bales  from  about  650  acres  in  the  previous  season.  No 
significant  change  in  Cuban  production  is  expected  within  the  next 
iew  years. 

Cotton  stocks  on  July  31,  1953  were  estimated  at  13,000  bales, 
compared  with  6,000  bales  a  year  earlier.  ; 

U.  S.  cotton  is  not  subject  to  import  duty,  but  a  2-percent 
ad  valorem  consular  fee  must  be  paid  on  shipments  from  the  United 
States.    There  is  also  a  9-percent  sales  tax  on  all  cotton  imports. 

TURKEY  EXPORTS  LESS  COTTON; 
BUT  USES  MORE 

balewSn7^  °f 6TrtS  in  1957"53  are  estimated  at  115,000 
?fk  non  £ V oundl?ross)>  °*ly  about  half  the  1956-57  exports  of 

1057  53  cro"r  ^lleflTS,  "  rlSe  in  — Ption'and^he  smaller 
1,57-53  crop.    A  further  decline  in  exports  is  likely  during  I958-59. 

with  ?oSrq?  £°  Princi2al  destinations  during  August-April  1957-53, 
^2  000?  V  fT in  Parentheses,  were:  Italy  71,000  bales  ' 
16  000    29  000)         ^  (l3>°00^  and  ^e  United  Kingdom 
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Turkish  cotton  consumption  continued  to  rise  in  1957-53,  reaching  an 
estimated  lf90,000  hales,  compared  with  ^75,000  in  1956-57,  and  ^25,000  m 
IC55-56     vou-r  of  the  8  new  mills  being  built  in  Turkey  have  been  com- 
pleted   and  consumption  is  expected  to  reach  approximately  525,000  bales 
in  1953-59.    Turkey  is  likely  to  become  a  cotton  importer  in  the  near 
future  if  its  expanding  textile  industry  operates  at  maximum  capacity. 

Cotton  stocks  on  July  31,  1958,  were  estimated  at  95,000  bales,  down 
37  percent  from  stocks  of  150,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

The  1958-59  cotton  crop,  most  of  which  is  harvested  from  August  to 
October,  is  estimated  at  570,000  bales.    This  is  slightly  more  than  the 
550,000  bales  produced  in  the  previous  season,  but  15  percent  below  the 
1956-57  crop  of  670,000  bales.    Cotton  plantings  in  195^-59  increased 
slightly  to  1,550,000  acres  from  1,520,000  acres  in  1957-5o. 

The  Turkish  Government  so  far  has  not  set  ceiling  prices  on  the 
1958-59  crop".    On  October  16,  1953,  spot  prices  for  Acala  I  cotton 
ranged  from  78.57  cents  per  pound  at  Adana  to  85.86  cents  al  Izmir. 

00O00 
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